
FAFSA Simplification Overview and Updates

MEFA Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority and MEFA are registered service marks of the Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority. © 2022 MEFA. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

A MEFA Institute Webinar



Your Presenter Today

Shawn Morrissey
Director of College Relations

Shawn joined MEFA in 2022 and has nearly 30 years of 

experience working in the financial aid industry. In his role at 

MEFA, he works with colleges and universities to amplify 

MEFA's public service mission to help families plan, save, and 

pay for college. 

Shawn has served in several leadership positions in local, 

regional, and national associations, including serving as 

MASFAA and EASFAA President and regional representative 

to the NASFAA Board and currently serves as Sector 

Interests Committee Chair and a member of the Conference 

Committee with EASFAA. He has a Bachelor of Business 

Administration degree from Anna Maria College.
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How to Participate

The Audio Settings allow 

you to control the volume 

levels

The Chat feature is disabled. 

To communicate with the host, 

please use the Q&A section

Use the Raise 

Hand feature if you 

need to get the 

presenter’s 

attention

Have a question 

during the webinar? 

Type it in the Q&A 

section

Click Leave to 

exit the webinar

Use the Live Transcript 

feature if you want to see 

closed captions
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Webinar Topics

• New Terms

• Changes to Questions and Provisions

• Formula Changes

• Contributors/FSA ID

• Dependent/Independent Student Steps

• New Pell Grant Calculation

• Resources
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New Terms

• Student Aid Index (SAI): Replaces Expected Family Contribution (EFC); calculated number intended to 
reflect a family’s financial strength and ability to pay for college

• FAFSA Submission Summary (FSS): Replaces Student Aid Report (SAR); summary of the information 
that a family has provided on the FAFSA, as well as notification of basic federal financial aid eligibility

• FUTURE Act Direct Data Exchange (FA-DDX): Replaces IRS Data Retrieval Tool (DRT); resource 
provided by the ED and IRS that allows the FAFSA to pull tax return data electronically into the FAFSA 
from the IRS after a FAFSA contributor provides consent

• Contributor: Anyone who has to submit information on the FAFSA

• Provisional Independent Status: Replaces Dependency Override; status given to a student who 
cannot provide parent information on the FAFSA; the FAFSA will be processed with a calculated SAI 
without parent information; the school must verify the student meets criteria; can carry forward to 
subsequent years

• Other Financial Aid (OFA): Replaces Estimated Financial Aid (EFA) in the needs analysis formula

• Consent: Process to approve the use of FA-DDX; requires FSA-ID and must be granted by all 
Contributors in order to receive federal aid

• Family Size: Replaces Household Size; pulled from tax data by the FA-DDX; may be manually corrected 
on the FAFSA
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New Terms

• Federal Tax Information (FTI): Federal tax information 
transferred through FA-DDX

• FTI SAIG Mailbox: Separate Student Aid Internet Gateway 
(SAIG) mailbox required for secure transmission of FTI

• FAFSA Processing System (FPS): Replaces Central 
Processing System (CPS)

• FAFSA Partner Portal (FPP): Replaces FAA Access to 
CPS

• Special Circumstances: Change in financial circumstances 
such as job loss that could warrant professional judgment 
decisions 

• Unusual Circumstances: Conditions that justify a student’s 
change in dependency status
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Changes to FAFSA Questions

• Income questions eliminated from online form except in rare circumstances

• No asset questions for more applicants

• Number in college question remains (but no longer in methodology)

• Cash support and other money paid on student’s behalf question removed

• Housing choice question removed

• Option to answer parent questions for independent students removed

• New questions added on student’s race and sex
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Provision Changes

• Determination of parent in cases of divorce/separation 
changed

• Family size now based on dependents claimed on tax return
• Only FWS earnings are excluded from income
• Child support received now reported as an asset
• Still unclear if sibling 529s will be reported as parent assets
• Separated students no longer considered independent 
• No more alternate months EFC
• EFA excludes emergency aid

• Small business/family farm value must be reported for all 
families that report assets
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Formula Changes

• No SAI split for number in college

• SAI can be as low as -$1,500

• SAI determines eligibility for all Title IV aid except 
maximum and minimum Pell Grant awards

• Income Protection Allowance increase

• State/other tax allowance removed

• Dependent student Available Income allowed to 
be negative
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Contributors

• Onboarding slide for 
dependent students

• Explains concept of 
Contributor

• Lists information potentially 
needed to complete the 
process
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Who Needs an FSA ID?
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Who Needs an FSA ID?
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ID Verification For 
Non-SSN Holders

• Knowledge-based identity verification process linked to 
TransUnion to verify FSA ID

• Mailing address is a required field

• If questions are answered correctly, identity verification is 
immediate and FSA ID is ready to use

• If questions are not answered correctly a secondary 
identification process is needed

• Will be available at the same time FAFSA debuts
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ID Verification For 
Non-SSN Holders

• If identity verification fails through the knowledge-based process, 
contact FSAIC at 800-433-3243

• Customer service representative will look up account and initiate 
verification process

• Email with case number and instructions and needed documentation
• Completed Attestation form (available on studentaid.gov)

• Proof of identity:

• One of the following forms of ID:

• Drivers License

• State or City ID card

• Foreign Passport

• OR

• A Utility Bill AND one of the following:

• Municipal ID Card

• Community ID

• Consular ID card
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Student Dependency Status: 
Dependent Student

• Students will be told if, based 
on answers provided, the 
student is considered a 
dependent student

• Option to apply for Unsub 
only if parents are unwilling 
to provide information
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Dependent Student Invites 
Parents to FAFSA

• Student asked to enter personal information about parents in order to send 
parents an invite to the FAFSA

• The email listed here does NOT have to match the email used for FSA ID
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Dependent Student’s 
Parent Email

Invitation email will have smart 
links to direct Contributor:

• to FSA ID site if no FSA ID 
has been set up 

OR 

• directly to FAFSA if 
Contributor already has an 
FSA ID
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Parent Status Center: 
My Activity

Parent Landing Page
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Dependent Student’s Parent 
Contributing to the FAFSA

• Information about being a contributor on a FAFSA
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Dependent Student’s Parent 
Provides Consent

• Consent for parents

• If parents decline to give 
consent, they are asked to 
manually enter income 
information, without consent; 
even if they manually enter 
information, the student is 
ineligible for federal 
student aid due to no 
consent
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Dependent Student’s Parent 
Provides Consent FAQs
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Dependent Student’s Parent 
Family Size

• Families are asked if they 
need to change the family 
size 

• They cannot see the 
information pulled from the 
tax return

• Can manually enter a family 
size if different
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Dependent Student Selected 
Colleges

• Student can re-order schools if school’s state requires it be higher on the list
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Dependent Student Unusual 
Circumstances

• Student asked if unusual 
circumstances prevent student 
from contacting parent(s) 

• Answering yes: allows student 
to submit as a Provisional 
Independent Student

• Allows student to skip parent 
questions

• School will verify that the 
student meets criteria to be 
independent 

MEFA Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority and MEFA are registered service marks of the Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority. © 2023 MEFA. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.



New Pell Grant Calculation

Three pathways to a Pell Grant

• Automatic Maximum Pell Grant

• Pell Grant based on SAI

• Automatic Minimum Pell Grant
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Automatic Maximum Pell Grant

Automatic Maximum Pell Grant

Parent not required to file federal income tax return 

or
Single parent with AGI > 0 and < 225% of 

poverty guideline for family size

or

Being employed at an eligible employer

or
Student’s (under 33) parent died serving in armed forces 

after 9/11/01 or in the line of duty as a public safety officer
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Parent NOT single parent and AGI >0 

and < 175% of poverty guideline for family size



Calculated Pell Grant

Students not eligible for an Automatic Maximum Pell Grant may be eligible for a calculated Pell Grant

Formula

Maximum Pell Grant

-

Being employed at an eligible employer

=

Calculated Pell Grant

SAI

Example

$7,395

-

Being employed at an eligible employer

=

$6,000

$1,395
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Automatic Minimum Pell Grant

Automatic Minimum Pell Grant

Single parent with AGI < 325% of 

poverty guideline for family size

or
Parent NOT single parent and AGI < 275% 

of poverty guideline for family size

Minimum Pell Grant = 10% of Maximum Pell Grant

Example: If Maximum Pell is $7500, Minimum Pell is $750
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NASFAA Pell Eligibility 
Determination
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Pell Proration

Enrollment intensity determines the Pell amount. No longer ½ 
time, ¾ time, etc.

If full time is equal to 12 credits, for example, a student enrolled 
for 7 credits would be eligible for 58% (7/12) of the full-time Pell 

Pell cannot exceed 100%; if a student is enrolled in more than 
the amount of credits considered full-time, the student would 
receive just the full-time Pell amount
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Impact on Pell Eligibility

• Increase of students qualifying for Pell
• Negative impact to Pell should be 

minimal (but there will be some)
• Independent students mostly unaffected
• Some dependent students could be 

affected due to:
• Number in college change
• $60,000 AGI and asset exclusion

Most current Pell students should 
see no changes or an increase
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Sharing On Campus

Inform key stakeholders in other offices about provisions that will 
affect their areas
• Senior Leadership
• Finance
• Admissions
• Specialty Services Offices
• Institutional Research
• Information Technology: Software
• Information Technology: Chief Information and Security Officer

• Must protect Federal Tax Information (FTI) and handle 
Controlled Unclassified Information (CUI) as defined by law
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Helpful Links For 
College Administrators

FAFSA Simplification Web Center (nasfaa.org)

Federal Methodology Student Aid Eligibility Determination - Effective 2024-25 FAFSA (nasfaa.org)

FAFSA Prototype: http://fsapartners.ed.gov/fafsa-prototype/2425: Password: prototype2425

Federal Student Aid Estimator | Federal Student Aid

Federal Student Aid Training Center

FAFSA Simplification Information Knowledge Center (FSA)
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https://www.nasfaa.org/fafsa_simplification
https://www.nasfaa.org/uploads/documents/FAFSA_Methodology_Determination_Pell_Title_IV.pdf
http://fsapartners.ed.gov/fafsa-prototype/2425
http://fsapartners.ed.gov/fafsa-prototype/2425
https://studentaid.gov/aid-estimator/
https://fsatraining.ed.gov/course/view.php?id=107&section=8
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/topics/fafsa-simplification-information


mefa.org Resources

College Financial Aid webpage with steps 
families can take to apply for financial aid, 
a detailed timeline, and helpful videos

Webinars and videos for students and 
families, including ones on Understanding 
the FAFSA and Creating an FSA ID

Dedicated FAFSA Simplification Updates & 
Resources webpage to keep you updated on 
new developments 

MEFA Institute lesson plans, including one on 
FAFSA Simplification with Financial Aid Experts

Podcast episodes on college planning topics, 
including one on FAFSA Simplification
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https://www.mefa.org/college-financial-aid
https://www.mefa.org/events/understanding-the-fafsa
https://www.mefa.org/events/understanding-the-fafsa
https://www.mefa.org/events/how-to-create-your-fsa-id
https://www.mefa.org/fafsa-simplification-updates-resources
https://www.mefa.org/fafsa-simplification-updates-resources
https://www.mefa.org/the-mefa-institute-fafsa-simplification-with-financial-aid-experts
https://www.mefa.org/mefa-podcast/fafsa-simplification


Connect with MEFA on Social Media

facebook.com/mefaMA

@mefa_ma

@MEFAtweets

linkedin.com/company/mefa

youtube.com/MEFAcounselor

mefa.org/mefa-podcast
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Thank You

Call (800)-449-MEFA (6332)

or email collegeplanning@mefa.org

QUESTIONS?
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