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Your Presenters Today

Mike Goodwin
Assistant Director of Student 

Financial Services at Williams College

Julie Shields-Rutyna
Senior Director of College Planning, 

Education, and Training at MEFA
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About MEFA

State authority created 
by the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts in 
1982, helping families 
plan, save, and pay for 
college
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How to Participate

The Audio Settings allow you 
to control the volume levels

The Chat feature is disabled. 
To communicate with the host, 
please use the Q&A section

Use the Raise Hand 
feature if you need 
to get the 
presenter’s 
attention

Have a question during 
the webinar? Type it in 
the Q&A section

Click Leave to 
exit the webinar

Use the Live Transcript 
feature if you want to see 
closed captions
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What is the CSS Profile®?

• The College Board’s online financial aid application
• Required by roughly 200 colleges/universities & (a few) 

scholarship programs
• Check each college/university’s financial aid website

• All colleges also require the FAFSA®
• Used to award non-federal financial aid funds  
• Opens October 1st each year 
• Available for both domestic and international students
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Why Do Institutions Use the Profile?

• Collects more detailed 
information than the FAFSA

• Allows schools to ask customized 
questions

• Permits you to provide special 
circumstances
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Start Here: cssprofile.org Links to more info

High school seniors 
should apply for 
2025-26 

Spanish

List of colleges that 
require the Profile

Info for 
noncustodial 
parents

Profile tips
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Upcoming Webinars

Financial Aid 101
Series

FSA ID Workshop Understanding the 
FAFSA

Wednesday, December 4, 2024 
12:00 PM

View more events: mefa.org/events
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October-December 2024 
Daytime & Evening Hours

Thursday, November 14, 2024 
4:00-6:00 PM



Connect with MEFA

Scan the QR code to sign up 
for MEFA emails on relevant 

college planning topics.

Scan the QR code to sign up 

for MEFA emails on relevant 

college planning topics

linkedin.com/company/mefa

youtube.com/MEFAcounselor

mefa.org/mefa-podcast

facebook.com/mefaMA

@mefa_ma

@MEFAtweets
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Thank you
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